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Abstract
The implementation of tight vehicle emission standards has forced manufactures to use aftertreatment systems exten-
sively. In addition to pollutant emissions abatement, these devices have a noticeable impact on the wave pattern. This
fact affects the muffler design criteria. All monolithic aftertreatment devices produces a damping effect because of the
honeycomb structure and the narrow channels. However, this response is more marked in wall-flow diesel particulate
filters (DPF) because of the alternatively plugged ends and the dissipative properties of the porous substrate.
The main goal of this paper is to assess the transient fluid-dynamic behaviour of wall-flow DPFs using experi-
mental and modelling techniques. The experimental data were gathered in clean and loaded conditions. The DPF was
subjected to a variety of pressure excitations to characterise its transient behaviour in the time and frequency domains.
Afterwards, the DPF response was evaluated under engine-like operating conditions in an unsteady flow gas stand.
Once the main characteristics of the response were known, a non-linear gas-dynamics model was proposed for analysis
and prediction. The model accounts for space and time gradients, combining the thermo-and fluid-dynamic solution
with a model based on a packed bed of spherical particles that defines the meso-structure of the loaded substrate.
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1. Introduction
As a result of the restrictions imposed by regulations on particulate matter emissions from compression ignition
engines, diesel particulate filters (DPFs) have become an indispensable device in exhaust lines [1]. Similarly, current
and incoming standards on spark ignition engines combined with developments associated with turbocharged and
direct injection gasoline engines [2] are also demanding the use of gasoline particulate filters (GPF) as the only
system proven to fulfill limits on emitted particle numbers [3].
The development of particulate filters is constrained by the need of high filtration efficiency, so that standards
in mass and number of emitted particles are fulfilled, together with a reasonable pressure drop. A good trade-off
between these two aspects must be complemented with suitable characteristics of the substrate making possible safe
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and reliable regeneration as well as providing good thermal and mechanical responses [4]. These characteristics define
the filter capability to abate particulate matter emissions, its influence on engine performance and the life cycle and
maintenance requirements of the system.
The complexity of the concurrent phenomena has given rise to the study of alternatives, comprising the con-
sideration of different substrate materials [5] and even flow path-lines [6]. Among all of them, cordierite and SiC
wall-flow monoliths have shown the best balance between all requirements [7]. Therefore, manufacturers have mas-
sively installed wall-flow DPFs in both heavy-and light-duty compression ignition engines since their use became
commonplace at the beginning of the present century [8].
Wall-flow DPFs are monolithic structures with alternatively plugged axial parallel channels at each end. The ex-
haust gas goes into the inlet channels and finds the closed end so that it is forced to flow across the porous wall of the
ceramic substrate. During this process, particles are firstly collected inside the porous wall in a regime known as deep
bed filtration. When the porous wall gets saturated, the soot is then deposited on its surface forming the particulate
layer and reaching filtration efficiency above 95% even for ultra-fine particles [9]. However, the geometrical charac-
teristics of this solution lead to a non-negligible pressure drop that increases the exhaust back-pressure, specially as
the DPF gets loaded. This effect directly implies a fuel penalty [10] to which is added the subsequent regeneration.
In fact, the most effective way to promote soot oxidation appears to be the use of active strategies such as late fuel
injection [11], NO2 assisted passive regeneration [12] or the use of fuel-borne catalysts [13].
Strategies aiming to reduce the wall-flow DPF effects on engine fuel economy are mostly based on pressure drop
control. Promising solutions, such as the optimization of DPF sizing [14] or the use of inhomogeneous substrates
[15], pre-turbo DPF location [16] and pre-DPF water injection [17] have been proposed. Most of these strategies have
also very positive effects on passive regeneration capability [18] and provide higher flexibility than active regeneration
control strategies based exclusively on pressure drop [17]. The benefits brought by these techniques cover also the
effects of ash [19] and their ability to be combined with particular solutions aiming at increasing ash storage capacity,
such as asymmetrical cell design [20].
Although the main purpose of the wall-flow DPF is the reduction of particulate matter emissions, its presence
affects the unsteady wave dynamics in the exhaust system [21]. The flow path, the canning and the absorbent ceramic
material composing the wall-flow monolith introduce a dissipative effect upstream of the muffler [22]. This modifies
the boundary conditions for muffler design, usually leading to a substantial volume reduction [23] or even to its
removal in cases of severe packaging restrictions [24], with the subsequent repercussion on exhaust backpressure.
The use of computational models able to predict the DPF behaviour under different soot loading and unsteady flow
conditions are an advantage to reduce the time and cost of the development process.
Fist attempts to model unsteady flow in catalytic honeycomb structures were restricted to the linear regime and
date back to the work of Glav et al. [25]. The first work exclusively devoted to wall-flow DPFs was presented by
Allam and Åbom [26], who proposed a linear 1D model. The main limitation of this first effort was the lack of wall
boundary layers, that were included in later works [21]. Finally, they developed a new version of the model including
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a correct description of the visco-thermal boundary layers for square cross-section channels [27]. The model proposed
by Allam and Åbom is the basis for the definition of the transfer matrix in other linear models such as the 3D-FEM
models proposed by Hua et al. [22] to improve the prediction of the DPF response at very high frequencies. FEM
modelling has been also explored by Gao et al. [28] with further discussion on the correction of the viscosity. Recently
Hua et al. have explored the validity of the plane wave assumption in large monoliths by means of BEM and FEM
techniques. An important influence of the inlet and outlet characteristics on the design of the muffler system has been
found [29].
The purpose of this paper is to assess the behaviour of wall-flow DPFs in unsteady flow by combining experimental
and modelling approaches. The experimental campaign was the basis for the subsequent computational study and
covered clean and soot-loaded DPF conditions. For every soot loading condition, the DPF was firstly subjected
to tests in an impulse test rig, i.e. to unsteady pressure excitations at room temperature. The unsteady behaviour
under engine-like operating conditions was evaluated in a gas stand equipped with a rotary valve providing a periodic
excitation superimposed to a mean flow. The use of this facility allowed controlling the flow characteristics, such as
the gas temperature, while keeping constant the soot loading. Finally, for the proper interpretation of the experimental
results a non-linear gas dynamic model of the DPF was developed. The proposed model solves the 1D compressible
unsteady non-homentropic governing equations [30] in the monolith channels as well as the inertial pressure drop in
the inlet and outlet canning volumes. Temperature gradients in the axial and radial directions are described by means
of a heat transfer sub-model based on nodal discretization of the monolith porous medium [31]. The change of the
meso-structural properties of the porous medium, for both the porous substrate and the particulate layer, are computed
as a function of the soot loading [32] assuming an equivalent packed bed of spherical particles [32]. These features
of the model provide an accurate description in the time and frequency domains of the observed effects in terms of
pressure drop and pressure wave transmission and reflection.
2. Experimental facilities and test campaign
The unsteady behaviour of the DPF was explored considering two basic test facilities: experiments without mean
flow in an impulse test rig and experiments with mean flow in a flow test rig able to provide pulsating flow with
temperature control. The main characteristics of the tested DPF are summarised in Table 1. All tests were performed
with fresh air. Although the use of air instead of simulated exhaust gas has effects on the fluid thermal properties
and hence on the speed of sound, the use of air is preferable. The most important reason is the need to avoid the
variation of the soot loading during the tests. Use of air allows keeping constant soot loading in every kind of test
and provides flexibility and repeatability to extend the test campaign. Additionally, it use defines a clear baseline
for thermal properties assessment since the specific heat is only dependent on temperature but not on the fuel-air
equivalence ratio, which should be considered as additional parameter in the case of exhaust gas use.
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2.1. Impulse test rig
Experiments without mean flow were performed in an impulse test rig able to control the amplitude and the
duration of an isolated pressure excitation travelling along the piping installation and the DPF. This kind of test allows
evaluating the reflection and transmission characteristics of the system avoiding any influence of reflections from the
pipe ends of the test rig. Payri et al. [33] presented the experimental method applied in the impulse test rig for the
measurement of the frequency response to weakly nonlinear transient excitations. The validation of the method was
performed against one-dimensional unsteady nonlinear flow calculations of well-known simple filter geometries. In
some cases, only quantitative deviations from the expected linear behaviour were observed, due to the extra amount of
dissipation associated with nonlinear flow. In other cases, however, qualitative differences may appear, with changes
in the detail of the results which, in principle, can be explained by attending to the possibility of nonlinear energy
exchange between harmonics.
Figure 1 shows schematically the setup of the test rig [33]. The incident pulse is generated at room temperature
by means of a high-speed electrovalve that controls the discharge from a pressurised air tank. The electrovalve is
connected to a long duct through which the incident pulse propagates. The length of the propagation duct up to
the DPF is selected to ensure that the pressure transducer 1 measures only the generated pressure pulse once it is
developed, and without any overlap with the pulse reflected by the DPF. Piezoelectric pressure sensors Kistler 7001
are used in impulse gas stand because of their high sensitivity, which makes them especially suited for dynamic
pressure measurements. The characteristics of this kind of sensor, which is coupled to a charge amplifier Kistler
5011B, are summarised in Table 2.
When the incident pulse arrives at the DPF, a reflected wave is generated. It travels back to the electrovalve, which
is kept closed. The superposition of the incident and reflected pulses is registered by pressure transducer 2. Finaly,
pressure transducer 3 registers the pressure pulse transmitted downstream of the DPF, which is not affected by any
reflection from the discharge end because of the long length of the outlet duct.
Due to the fact that transducer 2 registers the superposition (pc) of the incident and reflected pulses, an additional
test with a straight duct portion instead of the DPF is performed in order to identify the incident wave. Firstly the
straight duct is tested being subjected to several incident pressure pulses with similar (within a prescribed uncertainty)
duration and amplitude. Afterwards the straight duct portion is replaced by the DPF to be tested and again several
measurements are performed with pulses similar to those used with the duct portion. Then, the measurements of
pressure transducer 1 in the two tests are compared to find the most coincident pair of duct and DPF tests by means of
a statistical procedure. From this selection of tests, the incident pressure pulse (pi) at the DPF inlet is defined as the
pressure pulse measured by pressure transducer 2 in the case of the straight duct portion. Then, the reflected pressure




















where p0 is the pressure of the unperturbed medium. Table 3 shows the test matrix defining the amplitude and
duration of the pressure excitations. Amplitude covers from 60 to 200 mbar and duration from 8 to 20 ms, which
are representative of the variety of pressure pulses arriving at the DPF under regular operation in post-and pre-turbo
placement. The study included two extreme scenarios of soot loading conditions to completely capture the change in
unsteady response: clean DPF and high soot loading (60 g − 22 g/l).
2.2. Unsteady flow gas stand
Tests with unsteady periodic flow completed the experimental analysis accounting for the influence of the DPF
soot loading and pressure pulses. The schematic setup of the flow gas stand is shown in Figure 2(a). Air is pumped
from ambient conditions into the DPF by means of a screw compressor whose speed determines the amount of flow.
Downstream of the screw compressor, the air flow is heated up by a set of electrical heaters arranged in parallel. Next
the flow is driven to a rotary valve with a by-pass system, as sketched in Figure 2(a), in order to generate the pressure
fluctuations. The amplitude and the frequency of these fluctuations are controlled by the rotary valve speed and the
by-pass valve opening. This allows generating flow conditions close to those found in an engine exhaust line.
The instrumentation of the gas stand comprises sensors for the control and characterisation of the device operating
conditions. Flow temperature was measured by means of four thermocouples located in cross-sections 0.9 m away
from the inlet and outlet of the DPF. The air mass flow was measured with a hot-film anemometer placed downstream
of a heat exchanger that cools down the flow close to the gas stand tailpipe. The measuring range is 0 − 720 kg/h
with a maximum error of ±1%FSO. Finally, the instantaneous absolute pressure was registered by means of Kistler
4045A5 piezoresistive sensors with original cooler adapter installed 0.95 m upstream and downstream of the DPF.
Their characteristics are detailed in Table 2.
A beamforming technique [34] was applied upstream and downstream of the DPF. The objective of this technique
is to estimate pressure fluctuations by means of the decomposition of the flow into its forwards and backwards wave
components, as shown in Figure 2(b). It allows the evaluation of the sound pressure level reflected and transmitted by
the device. In particular, beamforming is a spatial processing technique in which the signal waveform arriving from a
given direction is identified by means of an array of sensors. Instantaneous pressure measurements are required at three
different equally-spaced axial positions along the pipe. In this work, Kistler 7061B cooled piezoelectric transducers
coupled to Kistler 5011B charge amplifiers were used. Their main characteristic is the high sensitivity, which enables
the detection of pressure fluctuations lower than 200 Pa even at high temperature. The beamforming procedure used
assumes that wave propagation between sensors is linear, which is acceptable if the array aperture (total length) is
small compared with the wavelength. The analysis of the measurement error influence of this technique performed by
Piero et al. [34] revealed that a maximum relative error in the sound pressure level of ±0.7% can be assumed for each
transducer.
The DPF was tested in clean and soot-loaded conditions with different mass flows and temperatures. The device
was excited with a variety of pressure fluctuations covering a wide range of frequencies and amplitudes representative
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of the operating conditions that can be found in both post-and pre-turbo DPF placements. Table 4 summarises the
whole test matrix of the study. The minimum pulse amplitude used was 0.12 bar in all the cases, and the maximum
depends on the mass flow because of the DPF back-pressure and its combination with the regulation capability of the
facility. Consequently, it varies between 0.25 bar and 0.4 bar. The sensitivity of the acoustic response to temperature
change was assessed by repeating the test in clean and soot loading conditions at 40 oC and 250 oC. Maximum
temperature was limited to avoid the regeneration in presence of O2, which leads to soot oxidation over 300 oC with
rapid increasing reaction rate as temperature does [35]. The interest for temperature is its influence on the speed of
sound, i.e. on the perturbation propagation velocity, and on the pressure drop. This last happens in two different ways.
On the one hand, the temperature increase leads to lower density in any particular operating condition. Consequently,
an increase of gas velocity takes place, what involves the increase of the inertial pressure drop since it is linearly
dependent on density but squarely on velocity. On the other hand, the temperature increase produces the increase of
the porous medium permeability because of the slip-flow effect. This phenomenon has been proved to be relevant on
pressure drop in several research works [36–38]. The consequence is the decrease of the porous media pressure drop
in contrast to inertial contributions.
The pulse frequency was selected based on the achievement of representative equivalent engine speeds. Table 5
details the equivalence between the frequency of the fluctuation generated by the rotary valve and the rotating speed
of a four-stroke engine with different numbers of cylinders.
3. Analysis of the experimental results
The variations in permeability and geometry of the inlet channels that the DPF monolith cyclically undergoes
because of the loading and regeneration processes give rise to a significant change in its dynamic response. Figure 3
represents the experimental dynamic response of the DPF in the time domain obtained in the impulse test rig. Clean
and soot loaded DPF operating conditions are compared. Every row of plots represents the incident, reflected and
transmitted waves corresponding to different excitations.
Given a soot loading condition, results in Figure 3 show that the trend in the reflected and transmitted pressure
pulse is approximately scaled with the change of the amplitude and duration of the excitation, whereas significant
changes appear when the soot loading is modified. In the case of the clean DPF, two distinct wave patterns are
observed in the reflected pulse. In the first instance, a sudden pressure reduction of short duration takes place caused
by the cross-section area increase defining the inlet cone. Secondly, there is a compression pulse related to the cross-
section area reduction at the frontal face and to the inlet channels closed end. Therefore, one would expected that the
importance of this second reflection is larger for the DPF with soot loading (22 g/l). In fact, for this specific case,
which represents a high soot loading level, it can be seen in Figure 3 that the amplitude of the reflected pulse has been
amplified up to values reaching 45 − 60% of the incident pulse amplitude, percentage that increases with the incident
amplitude. This indicates that the corresponding increase in the instantaneous velocity gives rise to a higher influence
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of the reflection caused by the soot accumulation at the rear end of the inlet channels. This effect is even more evident
because of the decrease of the effective permeability and the increase of the particulate layer thickness. These new
conditions also cause the reflected compression pulse to arrive at the measurement station earlier than for the clean
DPF, virtually masking the initial rarefaction phase.
These changes in the monolith and porous medium properties also affect the characteristics of the transmitted
pulse. Under clean DPF conditions, a significant deformation of the initial pressure rise is observed indicating the
influence of both reactive and dissipative effects. Additionally, the amplitude is reduced by around 30% for all the
excitation amplitudes. This trend admits a first quasi-steady interpretation in terms of Darcy’s law, since filtration
velocity, which increases with amplitude, is proportional to the pressure drop. Such interpretation is also consistent
with the behaviour observed in the reflected wave. This fact suggests an accumulation of the flow at the rear end of
the inlet channels, leading to an increase in the filtration velocity in this region and hence to a higher pressure drop.
When the DPF gets loaded the transmitted pulse is similar in shape although with the expected increase in attenuation
due to the permeability reduction and to the presence of the particulate layer.
The corresponding results in the frequency domain are shown in Figure 4. In addition to the reflected and transmit-
ted sound pressure level (SPL) spectra, the transmission loss TL (i.e. the ratio between the incident and the transmitted
power) has been plotted. In general terms, no substantial influence of the excitation amplitude is observed on the shape
of the reflected and transmitted SPL as well as the TL. In the case of the clean DPF, also the TL values are essentially
independent of the excitation amplitude, and the reflected and transmitted SPL roughly scale with it. However, an
increase in the TL with the amplitude is observed when the DPF is loaded. This behaviour indicates the presence of
non-linearities likely to be related with the correspondingly increasing local values of the filtration velocity.
Considering the effect of filter loading on the reflected SPL, an increase is found for frequencies below 50 Hz and
above 300 Hz. For the two lower amplitude cases, the reactive feature appearing in the clean DPF around 500 Hz
disappears and the loaded spectrum remains flat up to 1000 Hz. In the case of the highest amplitude, this reactive
trough is shifted to 700 Hz.
By contrast to the reflection behaviour, the transmitted SPL shows a clear decrease (with the corresponding in-
crease in the TL) when the DPF gets loaded due to the dissipative effect indicated by the increase observed in pressure
drop. Broadband attenuation is obtained due to the resistive characteristics of the substrate, as clearly indicated by
the transmission loss pattern; however, it is interesting to note how the reactive nature of the canning is apparent in
the shape of the transmitted SPL and the transmission loss. Besides the appearance of reactive features at and above
700 Hz, the peak in transmission loss that appears at 300 Hz gets more much marked under soot loading conditions
than with the clean DPF. This fact might be related to the change in the open frontal area at the monolith inlet because
of the cross-section decrease caused in the inlet channels by the presence of the soot layer.
The wave decomposition at the inlet and outlet of the DPF with periodic flow is shown in Figure 5. Incident
and reflected waves at the DPF inlet and the transmitted wave at the DPF outlet for clean and soot-loaded DPF
conditions are compared at two operating points. Left column results correspond to a mean flow of 250 kg/h at hot
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flow (250 oC), with pulse amplitude and frequency of 0.25 bar and 66.6 Hz respectively. The right column shows a
case corresponding to 375 kg/h and cold flow (40 oC) with the same frequency and a pulse amplitude of 0.12 bar,
which is to the lowest value tested. In contrast to impulse tests, the incident pressure does not coincide in these cases
between clean and loaded DPF conditions. This is due to the fact that the generated pressure, which is monitored to set
frequency and amplitude, is composed of the incident and the reflected wave. Therefore, the change in the reflection
from clean to loaded conditions gives rise to a different incident pressure. Additionally, since the outlet pressure of
the installation is kept the same, the transmitted wave is almost identical in clean and loaded conditions so that the
increase of pressure drop due to soot loading reverts on a mean pressure increase affecting both the incident and the
reflected wave.
The frequency domain results are shown in Figures 6-8. The tests represented in Figures 6 correspond to the same
operating points as in Figure 5. It is observed that the differences in SPL between clean and loaded conditions are
relatively small for all the harmonics both in the reflected and the transmitted wave. Only a slight SPL reduction is
found when the DPF is loaded.
In order to verify this trend, a summary of the reflected and transmitted SPL is given in Figures 7 and 8 respectively.
The results comprise the second and fourth harmonics in plot sets (a) and (b) for all tested operating points, i.e. swept
in amplitude and frequency of the pulses, soot loading, air mass flow and temperature. The left column represents the
results corresponding to clean DPF whereas the right column refers to soot loaded conditions; the first row in every
plot set corresponds to cold gas temperature and the second row to high gas temperature.
The results depicted in Figure 7 indicate that the magnitude of the reflected SPL increases with the pulse amplitude,
i.e. as the gradient of instantaneous velocity grows. However, mass flow has not any evident influence as the change in
mean velocity is not affecting the reflected SPL. The influence of the gas temperature is also negligible, especially in
the case of the fourth harmonic. Results corresponding to the second harmonic show a slight sensitivity to temperature
at the lowest frequency (33 Hz), at which the SPL decreases. With respect to the influence of the pulse frequency
there is not a clear trend. The general tendency in the case of clean conditions and the second harmonic is a decrease
of the reflected SPL as the frequency increases. However, in the fourth harmonic the minimum SPL is clearly located
at 66 Hz in all the cases.
It appears anyway that the measured response under soot loading conditions is spurious. Only a reduction in
SPL with respect to the clean DPF at the same operating conditions can be confirmed. All mass flows and pulse
amplitudes show the same behaviour at given gas temperature and harmonic. However, comparison between different
order harmonics reveals that trends are also different to those obtained in clean conditions. In addition, the change of
the gas temperature for any harmonic gives rise to additional variations affecting the correlation with pulse frequency.
Since the population of operating conditions at high temperature under soot loading conditions is small, the apparent
trend indicating an increase of the reflected SPL with frequency cannot be completely confirmed.
With respect to the transmitted SPL, the experimental results represented in Figure 8 evidence that the influence
of the pulse amplitude is the same as that observed in the reflected SPL. The increase in the amplitude gives rise to
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an increase of the SPL for all harmonics, independently of the soot loading and gas temperature. Under clean DPF
conditions, the maximum SPL of the second harmonic is located at 66 Hz at low temperature. This feature is again
slightly modified by the increase in temperature, which shifts the maximum SPL towards lower frequencies. This
same tendency is observed in the fourth harmonic for low and high gas temperature. In contrast to the reflected SPL,
the soot loading does not cause any change in the trend with respect to clean DPF conditions, but only a decrease of
the transmitted SPL magnitude.
4. Wall-flow diesel particulate filter model
A non-linear DPF model integrated into the gas dynamic code OpenWAMTM[39], which is an open source gas
dynamic software [40], has been used to support the analysis of results. The model includes the whole DPF canning,
i.e. inlet and outlet volumes and the monolith to properly account for the different contributions to pressure pulse
propagation and to pressure drop. The volumes are solved as 0D elements by means of a filling and emptying model
and are coupled to the 1D elements, i.e. exhaust piping and monolith channels. The coupling is done by boundary
conditions that solve the inertial pressure drop taking place due to flow expansion or diffusion. These pressure drop
contributions are relevant in real DPF applications [30]. This makes its modelling required to take into account non-
linear effects usually neglected when calculation is only focused on the characterisation of the DPF monolith [21].
In the work of Allam and Åbom [21], the plane wave (1D) solution is obtained along the monolith channels with a
linear approach. Nevertheless, the proposed model accounts for gradients in the flow properties. Despite the DPF
monolith is placed in an expansion chamber, time derivatives and space gradients along the DPF are not negligible
for high wave amplitudes and medium to high volumetric flow rates [30]. In these conditions, the filtration velocity
gradient becomes high at the rear end of the inlet channels because of the flow accumulation, as shown in Figure 10.
Therefore, the prediction of the distribution of flow properties becomes essential for an accurate description of wave
reflection and transmission.
According to this behaviour, the model solves the governing equations for non-homentropic one-dimensional
unsteady compressible flow including the source terms to account for the flow exiting the inlet channels across the
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In equations (2)-(4), subscript j refers to the type of monolith channel and accounts for the existence of a partic-
ulate layer, taking values 0 and 1 in the outlet and the inlet channels, respectively.
The solution of the governing equations in a pair of inlet and outlet channels is coupled through the flow across
the porous medium. Therefore, the system of governing equations is closed with the ideal gas state equation applied
to the inlet and outlet channels and with the equation governing the pressure drop across the porous medium, which
is based in the application of the Darcy’s law to the porous wall and the particulate layer [30]. Therefore, assuming























The numerical solution of the set of governing equations in the internal nodes of the channels is performed by
means of shock capturing methods. In this work the two-step Lax&Wendroff method [41] adapted to porous wall
channels [30] is used. Additionally, the obtained solution is coupled with a flux-corrected transport technique (FCT) in
order to avoid spurious oscillations around discontinuities [42]. A mesh size of 25 mm was imposed in all experiments
to discretise the channels in the axial direction. The solution of the flow along the channels is completed with the use
of the Method of Characteristics (MoC) also adapted to solve the boundary conditions in porous wall channels [43].
Therefore, the derived solution of the Riemann variables and the entropy level includes the variation along the space-
time plane due to cross-section area changes, friction and heat transfer as traditionally stated, but also takes into
account the influence of the flow leaving or entering to the channels through the porous walls. Two types of boundary
conditions are considered. On the one hand, the connections of the monolith channels to the inlet and outlet volumes
of the DPF canning. On the other hand, the closed ends due to the plugged end in the inlet and outlet channels.
The solution of a single pair of inlet and outlet channels has been proved to be representative of the pressure drop
behaviour of the whole monolith [44, 45]. This approach is considered to model impulse test rig experiments and tests
at low temperature carried out in the unsteady flow test rig. In addition, the model enables the radial discretization
of the monolith into concentric channel beams. This feature allows taking into account temperature variations in the
radial direction [31]. When this radial discretization is applied only one pair of inlet and outlet channels is solved per
each channel beam, so that all channel pairs in the same beam are assumed to behave in the same way. This second
approach was the one applied to model high temperature experiments carried out in the unsteady flow test rig. The
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radial mesh consisted of 10 concentric channels beams distributed homogeneously. Figure 9 shows schematically the
way in which the DPF monolith is discretised in the axial and radial directions.
The setup of the model was completed with the definition of the boundary conditions defining every experiment.
These boundary conditions are different depending on the test being modelled. In the case of tests performed in the
impulse test rig, the experimental incident pressure was imposed at the same distance of the DPF inlet at which it
was measured by pressure transducer 2 (Figure 1). A duct solved as a 1D element was included to link this boundary
condition with the DPF inlet volume. At the DPF outlet another duct was placed to connect up the DPF outlet volume
and a boundary condition placed at the same distance as pressure transducer 3 (Figure 1). This boundary condition is
an anechoic end according to the test rig design features. In this way, the DPF transmitted pressure can be computed
appropriately.
Similarly, the boundary condition at the inlet of the DPF for unsteady flow tests modelling was defined by the
instantaneous pressure. Mean value of the temperature provided by the thermocouple was also imposed. The DPF
outlet was linked with a duct of the same length that the one in the gas stand. In this case, an open end to room
conditions defined the end boundary condition.
4.1. Porous medium properties
The modelling of the porous medium properties is a key factor because of their effects on the filtration velocity
distribution along the channels. As shown in Eqs. (5) and (6), the filtration velocity is a function of the permeability of
the porous substrate (kw) and the particulate layer (kpl). In turn, the permeability depends on meso-structure properties
such as the porosity and the mean pore diameter [46] as well as on the slip-flow effect, which depends on the mean
pore size and the mean free path of the gas molecules [38]. Given this dependence, the model describes the meso-
geometry of the porous wall and the particulate layer structure as a packed bed of spherical particles [32], which is
the most extended approach in the literature to analyse filtration efficiency [47] and pressure drop [15]. Accordingly,
the permeability of any porous medium is determined as
k = f (ε) d2c S CF, (7)
where ε is the porosity, f (ε) is a function of Kuwabara’s hydrodynamic factor [48] and dc is the mean collector
diameter, which is a function of the porosity and mean pore diameter. Finally SCF represents the Stokes-Cunningham
factor, which accounts for the slip-flow effect and corrects the permeability as a function of the flow properties.
The model was applied here to loading conditions assuming the following hypotheses and criteria to distribute the
collected soot:
1. Firstly, the soot was distributed inside the porous wall until the saturation soot mass was reached (deep bed
filtration regime) and then the particulate layer was formed (cake bed filtration regime).
11
2. The penetration of soot inside the porous wall was only partial, as discussed in both experimental [49] and
modelling [50] studies. Therefore, the porous wall was divided into two regions: a layer with soot deposition,
in which the porosity and the mean pore diameter are reduced, followed by a layer which is assumed to be kept









In Eq. (8), kw0 is the clean porous wall permeability, kw is the loaded porous wall permeability and fw,sat is the
fraction of porous wall filled with soot. The porosity and the mean pore diameter of the loaded porous wall
were calculated making use of the shape factor concept to account for the growth of the collector unit diameter
governing pressure drop [32] and filtration efficiency [51] phenomena.
3. The soot mass forming the particulate layer was distributed uniformly along the inlet channel length. Therefore,
the thickness of the particulate layer was assumed to be constant.
4. The permeability of the particulate layer was calculated imposing the collector unit diameter equal to the mode
of the particle size distribution during the loading process (69 nm) and by the porosity, which was set to 0.6
















In Eq. (10), mpl and ρpl represent the soot mass and density of the particulate layer respectively; Nin is the
number of inlet channels and Le is the effective length of the inlet channels.
5. Analysis of the transient response
The modelling of the different tests shows that the approach for unsteady compressible flow together with a
numerical solution based on shock-capturing methods provides an accurate description of pressure wave propagation.
Experimental and modelled results corresponding to impulse flow tests with clean and loaded DPF are compared in
Figure 11. As previously explained, the modelling of these tests was performed based on single channel calculations.
Despite this simplification and the assumptions derived from the unknown soot mass distribution, the model is clearly
able to reproduce the DPF dynamic response in clean conditions as well as the variations due to soot loading. The
model perfectly catches the reflected wave under clean DPF conditions, in both the expansion and diffusion pulse
phases. However, the peak of the reflected pulse under soot loading conditions appears to be slightly shifted. It can be
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explained by the high thickness of soot accumulated at the rear end of the inlet channel, which reduces the effective
length.
The transmitted wave is accurately modelled, as it can be observed in Figure 11(b). In this case, modelled results
for clean and highly loaded DPF cases show very good agreement with the experimental data, what indicates the model
ability to predict the pressure drop. Based on these results, several soot loadings were explored to identify how the DPF
response is progressively modified. The results of this study are presented in Figure 12. Two intermediate soot loading
levels were considered between the tested cases. On one hand, the case of porous wall saturation (0.36 g/l) shows a
minor influence on the transmission. Nevertheless, the decrease of the porous wall permeability gives rise to a more
abrupt recuperation of the compression in the reflected wave. Once the particulate layer is formed, which corresponds
to the 10 g/l and 22 g/l cases, the reflection gets clearly dominated by the low porous substrate permeability and the
decrease in the volume of the inlet channels. The transmitted pressure is also highly affected by the low permeability
of the particulate layer as well as by the change in the particulate layer thickness.
The frequency domain results obtained from the model by imposing constant particulate layer thickness along
the channel length are shown in Figure 13 for a pressure excitation amplitude of 200 mbar. The prediction of the
reflected spectrum is very precise up to 1000 Hz. The model reproduces satisfactorily the change in SPL due to soot
loading variations in the whole range. The trough observed in the reflected SPL close to 500 Hz in clean conditions
is reproduced with a slight shift. When the DPF is loaded, this trough gets smoothed in the experimental results and
shifted towards a higher frequency (700 Hz). However, the model predicts a much more marked SPL decrease with a
noticeable frequency mismatch, since the peak is moved to 540 Hz. This shift in the location of the reactive response
when the DPF is highly loaded is more evident in the analysis of the transmitted pressure. The model prediction is
fairly accurate under clean conditions for both SPL and transmission loss, which show an essentially flat spectrum.
When the DPF gets loaded the model again provides a very good description of the SPL and the transmission loss up
to 1000 Hz, but the reactive response of the DPF device is missed. The experimental results indicate the existence of
reactive characteristics located at 300 Hz and at a band from 700 Hz to 1000 Hz. However, the model predicts a peak
in the transmission loss at 500 Hz.
As described in Section 3, a slight dome also appears in the experimental transmitted SPL around 500 Hz (valley
in the transmission loss). Therefore, the fact that the model preserves this frequency under soot loading conditions
should be expected since the effective length of the system was not modified with respect to clean conditions. However,
the very high soot loading at which the tests were performed might indicate that some soot deposits were moved to
the rear end of the inlet channels, so that the effective length was shortened. Figure 14 shows the modelled results
once the effective length of the DPF inlet channels was reduced from 0.2 m to 0.17 m. With this geometry variation
the model response is clearly improved and agrees with the experimental data. In the case of the reflected SPL, the
decreasing peak is now located at 750 Hz thus reducing the mismatch with respect to the experimental results. The
best improvements are seen in the prediction of the transmitted pressure. Although the reactive peak at 300 Hz is
still missed, the dissipative-like behaviour is reproduced up to 800 Hz. At this frequency, the modelled response is
13
smoother than in the experiments, but the pass-band located between 770 Hz and 950 Hz in the experimental results
is predicted.
The ability to reproduce the dynamic response of the DPF was also checked under engine-like operating condi-
tions. Figure 15 shows the comparison between experimental and modelled results in the time domain corresponding
to tests in the unsteady flow test rig. As explained in Section 4, note that a single channel was considered in the model
for cold conditions, whereas radial discretization (10 channel beams) was used in the case of hot flow to properly
account for the influence of heat transfer [31]. The operating points correspond to those previously shown in Figure 5.
The model exhibits good agreement with the experimental data for both the reflected and transmitted mean pressure.
The duration and amplitude of the pulses is also modelled with accuracy indicating the model sensitivity to changes
in the mean mass flow, gas temperature and amplitude of the inlet pressure pulse. Only a slight shift is noticed in the
case of the transmitted pressure at high mass flow and low gas temperature.
The model was then applied to all operating points tested in order to check its capability to reproduce the trends
observed in the experimental data. Figures 16 and 17 show, respectively, the modelled reflected and transmitted SPL
corresponding to the second harmonic. Comparison with the experimental data shown in Figures 7 and 8 reveals that
the model is sensitive to the effect of the different flow properties as well as to DPF soot loading. The increase in the
SPL with pulse amplitude and its decrease as the DPF gets loaded is properly predicted. Also, the minor influences of
gas temperature and pulse frequency are observed in the model results.
As a summary of the modelled transient response, Figure 18 represents the deviation in dB between experiment
and model for the reflected and transmitted SPL, up to the 12th order harmonic. It can be observed that this deviation
falls within a band of ±5 dB for most of the harmonics in all the operating points. Despite the fact that the low
orders of some operating points are falling out of this band, the general trend is that the deviation and the dispersion
increase with frequency, i.e. at high orders. In the reflected SPL the highest error is clearly affecting to the 12th order
harmonic, especially at low temperature conditions. This is also observed in the case of the transmitted SPL, for which
only some 12th and 10th order harmonics lie out of the threshold band.
6. Summary and conclusions
An analysis of the transient response of wall-flow DPFs has been presented. This has been based on a combined
experimental and computational approach covering variations in flow properties as well as changes in the monolith
substrate by considering extreme porous medium conditions, from clean to highly soot loaded.
The flow characteristics were controlled in two experimental facilities. The DPF was firstly excited with isolated
pressure pulses without mean flow. The pulse amplitude and duration were varied. The pulse characteristics swept
showed a scaled change in reflection and transmission in the time and the frequency domains for a given soot loading.
However, soot loading variation influences both transmission, by means of the pressure drop increase as soot accu-
mulates, and reflection. The reduction of the permeability results in the change of the reflected wave pattern from a
14
dominant open end reflection to a closed-end-like compression propagating back in the upstream direction. In terms
of SPL, the reflection slightly increases its level while the transmission clearly decreases. Nevertheless, the dissipative
behaviour of the DPF prevails on the reactive response, which essentially appears in the transmission as the DPF gets
loaded.
Tests with periodic excitation and mean flow, both at low and high temperature, confirmed that the main effects
of the soot loading variation appear on the pressure drop, which increases the engine back-pressure, but also in the
reflection pattern. This multiple effect must be considered in any compromise solution for matching the device with
upstream elements in the exhaust line. With respect to the influence of unsteady flow characteristics, the response is
mainly sensitive to changes in pulse amplitude and soot loading. Both the reflected and transmitted SPL increase with
the pulse amplitude, due to the higher instantaneous local velocity. Regarding the soot loading, its increase results
in a decrease of the transmitted SPL with minor influence on reflection. Other variables such as mean mass flow,
temperature or pulse frequency show negligible influence on the DPF response variation.
In order to analyze the observed response of wall-flow monoliths, a non-linear time-domain model was proposed.
The model solves the governing equations in the monolith channels by means of sock capturing methods based on a
1D approach and assuming compressible unsteady flow. Quasi-steady flow is assumed across the porous medium and
non-inertial pressure drop contributions are modelled as boundary conditions in the inlet and outlet canning volumes.
This allows a proper management of time derivatives and space gradients in flow properties, which become important
as pulse amplitude increases, as in the case of high mass flow or in pre-turbo DPF applications. The model results
showed good agreement with the experimental data in both the time and the frequency domains demonstrating the
sensitivity to variations in flow and substrate properties. The model reproduces with high accuracy the dissipative
characteristics of the transient response, but some limitations in the description of reactive features arise. These can
be attributed to the 0D approach used to describe the inlet and outlet volumes, and the simplifications required to
describe the distribution of soot deposits. It has been shown that under very high soot loading levels, soot deposits
at the rear end of the inlet channels play a major role in the reactive response, as indicated by the need to consider
a corrected effective length in the model. Additionally, the consideration of the porous substrate as an homogeneous
medium is shown to be essentially valid, as it provides an accurate prediction of the DPF transient response in the
frequency domain up to the 10th harmonic for a wide range of engine operating conditions.
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Nomenclature
dc collector unit diameter
e0 specific stagnation internal energy
fw,sat fraction of porous wall occupied by soot mass
F cross-section area
Fw momentum transfer coefficient for square channels
h0 specific stagnation enthalpy
k permeability
kpl particulate layer permeability
kw porous wall permeability
kw0 clean porous wall permeability
kw,e effective porous wall permeability
Le effective channel length
mpl soot mass in the particulate layer
Nin number of inlet channels
p pressure




wpl particulate layer thickness
x axial dimension
Greek letters










j type of monolith channel
pl referred to the particulate layer
r f reflected
w referred to the porous wall
C carbon
Abbreviations
2LW+FCT two-step Lax&Wendroff method and flux-corrected transport technique
BEM boundary element method
DPF diesel particulate filter
FCT flux-corrected transport technique
FEM finite element method
MoC Method of Characteristics
TL transmission loss
SCF Stokes-Cunningham factor
SPL sound pressure level
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Table 1: Geometrical characteristics of the DPF.
Length [m] 0.2
Diameter [m] 0.132
Plug length [mm] 3.2
Wall permeability [m2] 2.49x10−13
Porosity [%] 41.5
Mean pore diameter [µm] 12
Cell density [cpsi] 200
Filter cell size [mm] 1.486
Number of channels [−] 4246
Filtration area [m2] 2.5
Inlet cone volume [cm3] 500
Outlet cone volume [cm3] 450
Table 2: Characteristics of the pressure sensors.
Kistler 7001 Kistler 7061C Kistler 4045A5
Type Piezoelectric Piezoelectric Piezoresistive
Range [bar] 0...250 0...300 0...5
Overload [bar] 350 350 12.5
Sensitivity 80 [pC/bar] -92 [pC/bar] 100 [mV/bar]
Linearity [% FSO] ≤ ±0.8 ≤ ±0.3 ≤ ±0.3
Temperature range [oC] -196...350 -20...350 0...140
Table 3: Amplitude and duration of the pressure excitations generated in the impulse test rig.
Duration [ms]
8 11 14 17 20
Amplitude
60 × - - - -
[mbar]
95 - × × - -
130 - × × × -
165 - - × × -
200 - - - - ×
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Table 4: Test matrix with pulsating flow across the DPF. Definition of the soot loading, mass flow, temperature and pulse characteristics.
Amplitude [bar]
Soot loading [g/l] 0 (clean) 22 (loaded)
Mass flow [kg/h] 250 375 250 375
Temperature [oC] 40 250 40 250 40 250 40 250
Frequency [Hz]
33.3
0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12
0.18 0.18 0.25 0.25 0.18 0.25
0.25 0.25 0.4 0.4 0.25 0.25 0.4
66.66
0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12
0.18 0.18 0.25 0.25 0.18 0.25 0.25
0.25 0.25 0.4 0.4 0.25 0.25 0.4 0.4
100
0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12 0.12
0.18 0.18 0.25 0.25 0.18 0.25 0.25
0.25 0.25 0.4 0.4 0.25 0.25 0.4 0.4
Table 5: Equivalence between the frequency of the pulses generated in the flow test rig and the speed of a four-stroke engine as a function of the
number of cylinders.
Frequency [Hz] Engine speed [rpm]
2 cyl. 3 cyl. 4 cyl.
33.33 2000 1333 1000
66.66 4000 2666 2000
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b) 130 mbar - 14 ms
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Fr = 66.6 Hz - Amp = 0.12 bar
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Figure 7: Experimental reflected SPL corresponding to second and fourth order harmonics as a function of the pulse frequency and amplitude
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Figure 8: Experimental transmitted SPL corresponding to second and fourth order harmonics as a function of the pulse frequency and amplitude
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Figure 9: Scheme of the axial and radial discretisation of the DPF monolith for numerical resolution of the governing equations.
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Figure 10: Inlet channel mass flow and filtration velocity profiles as a function of the DPF mass flow in steady flow.
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Figure 11: Comparison between experimental and modelled reflected and transmitted pressure waves as a function of the pulse excitation and the
DPF soot loading.
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Figure 12: Modelling of the DPF soot loading effect on the reflected and transmitted pressure waves. Excitation of 200 mbar in amplitude and
20 ms in duration.
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Figure 13: Comparison between experimental and modelled reflected and transmitted SPL and transmission loss as a function of the pulse excitation
and the DPF soot loading. Excitation of 200 mbar in amplitude and 20 ms in duration.
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Figure 14: Comparison between experimental and modelled reflected and transmitted SPL and transmission loss as a function of the pressure
excitation and the DPF soot loading imposing a reduction of the effective length of the inlet channels (0.17 m). Excitation of 200 mbar in amplitude























Clean DPF - Exp.
Loaded DPF - Exp.
Clean DPF - Mod.






































































m = 250 kg/h - T = 250 ºC
Fr = 66.6 Hz - Amp = 0.25 bar
m = 375 kg/h - T = 40 ºC
Fr = 66.6 Hz - Amp = 0.12 bar
Figure 15: Comparison between experimental and modelled reflected and transmitted pressure waves as a function of the DPF soot loading for
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Figure 16: Modelled reflected SPL corresponding to second order harmonic as a function of the pulse frequency and amplitude accounting for the
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Figure 17: Modelled transmitted SPL corresponding to second order harmonic as a function of the pulse frequency and amplitude accounting for
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Figure 18: Error in the prediction of reflected and transmitted SPL as a function of pulse amplitude and frequency, mass flow, temperature, DPF
soot loading and order of the harmonics.
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